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CA Playground

Only relevant CA - each article mapped to UPSC CSE syllabus
and PYQs. Simple yet powerful.

The most powerful tool available for UPSC CSE CA preparation. Unmatched

CSE Mains and Interview paration.
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THE WHOLE YEAR, DECODED

Current affairs, the way the exam tests them

A no-nonsense way to do Current Affairs - mapped to U Syllabus and PYQs. Vetted
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U UPSC ANALYTICS PROOF, NOT PROMISES
Used by rankers. Built for aspirants.

AIR 219 (2023) & AIR 373 4,400+ 36,000+ 5,500+ Daily

ACTIVE USERS PYQS SOLVED EXPLAINERS UPDATED
(2025)
Vaidehi Gupta

ALSO ON THE PLATFORM
Used CA Playground in both attempts. Two

UPSC PYQ Playground — 18,000+ PYQs
final lists in three years.

Map Playground — 3D knowledge graph

. Mains Evaluation — Al + Human evaluation
4,400+ active users. 36,000+ PYQs solved.

Multiple Interview-appeared candidates use the CSPT Playground — Interview prep

platform daily. PCS Analytics — State exam prep

A 100% A+

INDIAN EXPRESS - 2021
Behind uprisings across the world, millions living on the edge
Protests in Europe, India, Brazil and the US reflect structural economic distre:
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Article analysis — structured for Mains
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Not a summary. A complete exam analysis.

Each article carries a structured breakdown for Mains answer-writing. What

happened, why it matters, and where it fits in the syllabus.

WHAT IMPLICATIONS SIGNIFICANCE CHALLENGES WAY FORWARD

Mains-ready structure

v
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WHAT /WHY / CAUSE - core argument
Key Details — names, dates, data

Mains Keywords — terms for your answer
Data Points — every statistic extracted
Essay Angle — thesis, antithesis, titles
Ethics Angle — dilemma, case study, values
Interlinkages — cross-theme connections

Prelims Keywords — MCQ-testable facts

G52 » INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS > BILATERAL RELATIONS
US-Indi
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special relationship is now cold-eyed transactionalism

INDIAN EXPRESS - 2026-06-09 * = e

US-India special relationship is now cold-eyed transactionalism

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio's visit to India, Secretary of Defense Peter Hegseth's speech at the Shangri-La Dialogue, and
US Ambassador Sergio Gor's diplomacy have r
argues thar India's special relationship with the US is effectively over — replaced by cold-eyed transactionalism, driven by a fundamental
shift in American strategic priorities.

sed questions about the current state of India-US relations. The author, Kanti Bajpai,

[IERAELYY [ndia-US relations are a core UPSC topic in GS2 International Relations. The article provides a comprehensive
ytica

ana ramework for understanding the evolution of India-US ties over 30 years, the shift from strategic partnership to
transactionalism, and what it means for India's foreign policy — directly relevant to Mains answer-writing on bilateral relations, Quad,

and Indo-Pacific strategy.

XT3 America has changed its view of India. The US's chief Eurasian challenge has shifted from being about Taiwan and security to
economic and technological competition (trade deficit, chips, Al critical minerals). India is not seen as a crucial player in any of these
four areas. Additionally, US immigration worries have overridden the demand for talented Indians. India's neutrality in the Ukraine
conflict and purchases of Russian oil demonstrated India would not be a brake on Russia. The shift to Pakistan over Iran mediation
further weakened India's posit

The India-US agenda will be far more modest and transactional. India is no longer seen as a power to be strengthened
but as a destination for US products, investments, and arms. American worries about immigration have overridden the demand for
talented Indians. US has pivoted to Pakistan for Iran/Gulf mediation (US-Pakistan defence agreement of September 2025). Indian
diplomats will have their hands full navigating this new reality.

For 30 years India had looked to the US for strategic balance against China, cooperation against terrorism, market
access and investments, export of skilled professionals, and military equipment. The withering of thi

relationship represents a
fundamencal realignment that affects India's strategic posture, particularly in the Indo-Pacific and vis-2-vis China and Pakistan.
India cannot replace China as an exporter to the US (India is now a trade worry). India is not a big player in chips, A,
computer software, or critical minerals. India's military is not geared to project force into the South China Sea and East China Sea in the
foreseeable future. India underlined its aversion to a common front against China in the Quad. The absolute GDP gap between India and
China is growing, not reducing, despite India's 6-7% annual growth.

Opportunities but also stern challenges are ahead. Indian diplomats will have their hands full as the special
relationship founders

« US Secretary of State Marco Rubio recently visited India; Secretary of Defense Peter Hegseth referenced India at the Shangri-La
Dialogue; US Ambassador Sergio Gor has been active has shifted

« For 30 years, India looked to the US for: strategic balance against China, cooperation against terrorism, market access and
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How Al is perfecting the art of government obfuscation

1article

Examine the pattern and trend of public expenditure on social services in the post-reforms period in India. To what extent this has been in

consonance with achieving the objective of inclusive growth?

THE HINDU - UNKNOWN

Sobhana K. Nair

onathan Lynn and Antony Jay creat-
J ed the memorable fictional poli
cian, The Right Hon. James Hacker.
The two-part Yes Minister and Yes Prime
Minister diaries of Hacker dealing with bu-
reaucrats never gets old, I recently turned
to them after frustrated encounters with
government press notes packed with buzz
words that spoke a lot but said very little.
In the editor’s note to the first volume,
Hacker’s political training is blamed for
him using “twenty words where one
would do, to dictate millions of words
where mere thousands would suffice, and
to use language to blur and fudge issues
and events so that they became incom
hensible to others.” These lines are a fit-
ting description of government press
notes that use various tools of evasion,
serving to deliver two contradictory objec-
tives: publicising the government's
achievements while concealing any infor-
mation on shortcomings. This is an age-old
trick that many governments have de-
ployed. But today a new era of obfuscation
is upon us, thanks to AL
A random “perusal” (another lovely
piece of bureaucratese) of press notes over
the last few months has thrown up a few
trends. Channelling the bureaucratese, let
egorise them into two broad sub-
: “generic misdirection” and, bor-

upscanalytics.opuslabs.in

How Al is perfecting the art of
government obfuscation

Press releases are becoming more and more vague

Read original —

ic timelines and give no context at all. For
instance, a recent press note on the Nar-
ics Control Bureau's ‘Operation Tri-
dent’ used phrases such as “intelligence
ion”, “surgical precision”, “360-degree
g clear of specif-
seizure figures were gi-
hift from “seizure-centric to
twork-centric” conveniently pre-empt-
ing the question. Similarly, take the ex:
ple of a press release issued after the Cak
net approved the continuation of the
National Social Assistance Programme and
enhanced disability pension. The release
said the pension for those aged 079 years
would be €375 and for those aged 80 years
and above 2625, never bothering to state
the old rates. All hikes are good hikes
do not know the quantum of the hike.
Vague promises have always been part
of this form of commus m wherein
specific deadlines and measurable outputs
are removed. Another press note on the
Cabinet approving the Container Manufa
turing Promotion Scheme spoke of i
ereasing annual domestic container manu-
ing capacity tenfold to 7.5 lakh TEUs
(Twenty-foot Equivalent Units). There was
no mention of a deadline to acl
goal. It also spoke of generating
mated 3,000 direct jobs® and “over
50,000 indirect jobs”. Again, the deadline
was missing,
But what got me writing this was a press
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Find any article in seconds.

Syllabus tree Sortable database Interview prep
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ECI's belated U-turn doesn't undo injustice of mass exclusion i Nov10,202¢ (SRR Electoral reforms =
Constitutional Bodid

Electoral reforms Indian Express 5 =

% 1.27 crore Hindu voters missing from UP rolls, have filed plea before EC: Yogi

Prelims

Prelims

¥ Inclean-up of voter lists, why not use Aadhaar as disinfectant? 3 Nov6,2026 (B
Prelims
7 United stand: Protests against SIR are a recognition that it could subvert popular will == Nov3,2026 (EEER GS2 Electoral reforms [ Mains |

Prelims

P
Anti-SIR, anti-CEC agitation set to become a pro-democracy movement . Nov 3,2026 Electoral reforms =
P

Prelims

Governance Constitutional Bodie}

Prelims

Anti-SIR, anti-CEC agitation must become a pro-democracy movement = Nov 3, 2026 cs2 Electoral reforms =

Before UP polls, let's ask: Does voter list meet criteria of completeness, equity, accuracy? g Oct 29,2026

Electoral reforms Maj

Prelims

Y¢  The SIR and its error margin Oct 28,2026

Prelims

Electoral reforms
Constitutional Bocicjlll Indian Expresi 10

77 EClaffidavit to Court has unbroken silences = Oct 28,2026

Electoral reforms Prelims

SIR needs reform. But let's go by numbers, not protestors' slogans Oct 24,2026

Electoral reforms Indian Express 7

Y Independence of ECI cannot survive on assurances alone @ Oct 20,2026 Gs2 Electoral reforms =

Prelims
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¢ Walking the fiscal tightrope won't be easy

‘Walking the fiscal tightrope won't be easy

Behind uprisings across the world, millions living on the edge

upscanalytics.opuslabs.in 04 / 09




{08 UPSC ANALYTICS

Current affairs, organised by what boards ask.

The Interview Pane reorganises every article into 11 themes UPSC boards ask about

most. Real questions, sub-topic analysis, source articles and keywords.

Current affal
tery

grouped by what UPSC K894 Y P]axg‘r()und * Premium UPSC PYQ PLAYGROUND MAP PLAYGROUND MAINS TOOLKIT CSPT PLAYGROUND PCS ANALYTICS Q (] @ o d
w boards ask

. Last7days | Last30days | Nov2026 | = Oct2026 | Sep2026 | Aug2026 = Jul2026  Jun2026  May2026 = Apr2026 | Mar2026 @ Feb2026 | Jan2026 | Dec2025  Nov2025  Oct2025  Sep 2025

l =List | @ Table

Aug 2025 | | Jul2025 || Jun2025 | May 2025

Intros | Judgements

Al syllabus, PYQ or title — press Ei | [  Bookmarks 10) S

Themes UPSC interview boards ask from 11 themes - all dates

» Technology & Digital Governance 23 topics 753 artices 428 @

Environment & Sustainability 29 topics - 598 articles - 513 @

Geopolitics & International Relations 13 topics - 616 articles - 260 @

Economy, Trade & Infrastructure 32 topics 825 articles-596.Q

Agriculture & Food Security 22 topics 217 aticles 373 Q

Polity, Constitution & Governance 44 topics - 1048 articles - 798 Q

Social Justice & Society 30 topics - 824 articles - 560 @

Internal Security & Defence 14 topics - 419 articles - 260 @

History, Art & Culture 31 topics 265 artcies- 458 @

Ethics & Public Administration 16 topics - 289 articles - 271 Q

Geography & Natural Resources 20 topios 270 aticles- 35Q

Inside each theme

Ao A2
Cyber security

@53 > Internal Security > Cyber security

|WHERE THINGS STAND |

Current state of affairs. Updated as new articles arrive.

ANALYSIS BY SUB-TOPIC (4)

v Telecom Security Regulation & Source Code Disclosure

|ASKED IN INTERVIEWS (20+) |

« NCSS finalised the ITSAR document in 2023 under DoT for telecom security assurance.

Real questions from real boards — member, year,

« Telecommunications Act 2023 shifted MTCTE oversight from DoT to MeitY for smartphones.
tran script. « MeitY decided to scrap the MTCTE regime for smartphones after the jurisdictional transfer.
+ Indian Telegraph (Amendment) Rules 2017 provided the original legal basis for the MTCTE regime.

+ Apple has not disclosed source code even to the Chinese government despite market-specific carve-outs.

- Android phones use open-source base code, but add signi proprietary m
« IFF demanded public release of the ITSAR draft, citing documents hosted on the government's own website.
[ AnaLvsIs BY sus-TopIcC |
« IFF objected that MeitY limited stakehold ion to closed-door meetings with big tech firms.
Key Developments, Core Issues, India's Position, Way
Forward. - Mandatory source code disclosure to third parties exponentially increases the attack surface for malicious actors.

+ National security imperatives (no device backdoors) clash with corporate trade secrets and Article 21 privacy
(Puttaswamy).

« ITSAR challenges the 'security through obscuricy' doctrine that equates code secrecy with device security.

+ MeitY excluded public stakeholders from consultations, raising transparency and governance concerns.

[kEvworps + soumce ARTICLES |

« Even China failed to obtain Apples source code, establishing a global norm against mandatory disclosure.

Exam keywords and source articles for each theme.

« MeitY stated it was 'keeping an open mind’ on what is 'best for the country and consumers.

« DoT-to-MeitY jurisdictional shift post-Telecom Act 2023 restructured digital regulatory architecture.

+ NCSS finalised ITSAR in 2023; MeitY later decided MTCTE should not apply to smartphones.

TECHNOLOGY & DIGITAL GOVERNANCE A-  100% A+

Cyber security

N

GS3 > Internal Securty » Cyber security

SOURCE ARTICLES (50) I
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UPSC ANALYTICS WHY THIS EXISTS

TECHNOLOGY & DIGITAL GOVERNANCE A- 100% A+ Ve x

Cyber security

GS3 » Internal Security > Cyber security

» Telecom Security Regulation & Source Code Disclosure

» Al Safety, Frontier Model Exploits & Geopolitics

» Digital Surveillance, Platform Takedowns & Protest Rights

» Cyber-Enabled Terrorism & Critical Infrastructure Vulnerabilities

KEYWORDS

Source code disclosure MTCTE ITSAR Telecom security MeitY DoT Smartphone regulation Cybersecurity

Internet Freedom Foundation Telecommunications Act 2023 Bureau of Indian Standards Digital rights Sanchar Saathi NCSS
Transparency and accountability Data security Right to privacy digital tradecraft in terrorism counter-terrorism policy India
end-to-end encryption and national security radicalisation of educated professionals NIA counter-terrorism investigation
self-hosted communication servers dead-drop email technique operational security in terror modules

VPN and surveillance evasion Jaish-e-Mohammed India links multi-domain operational security ammonium nitrate stockpiling

lawful interception frameworks international intelligence cooperation Inferred data Right to be forgotten Data governance
Al regulation Sensitive personal data Consent Data scraping Right to internet Internet shutdowns Proportionality
Intermediary liability Child sexual abuse material Expansion of Article 21 Surveillance and database misuse

Digital rights of children Data minimisation Age verification Surveillance risk Gender digital divide Platform accountability
Proportionality test Child online safety Digital access and inclusion Parental consent Digital divide Cybercrime policing
Digital governance Police accountability Gender gap in justice access Rural-urban policing disparity Victim satisfaction
Cyber helpline National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal Al agent safety agentic Al governance hardware-enforced Al guardrails
Al cybersecurity risks human oversight of autonomous systems dual-use Al technology tech accountability frameworks

Informal justice channels Bribery in policing Access to justice Digital payments security Police reforms

Socio-economic inequalit LLM industry economics Al hype technology self-regulation

2,000 articles a month.
The exam asks about 40.

Few aspirants know which articles the exam will pick, which GS paper they belong

to, or which PYQ they connect to. Most time goes into searching, not learning.

Reading alone = 2-3 hrs / day

e —— T T T 1 1 TYXrA 1.1 1
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Bookmark. Resize. Make it yours.

Bookmarks
Star any article. Build a personal

revision list across months and
topics.

Relevance rating

Star rating (1-5). Five-star articles
are must-reads for the exam.

Font controls
A-/ A+ controls. Classic or Normal

font. Resize panes independently.

PYQ count

See how many PYQs connect to each
article. High count = repeating topic.

Full-screen reading
Expand to full screen. Clippings
open in a zoomable lightbox.

Newspaper clipping
Original clipping with every article.
Mains lines highlighted in yellow.
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Sobhana K. Nair

ed the memorable fictional politi-
cian, The Right Hon. James Hacker.
The two-part Yes Minister and Yes Prime
Minister diaries of Hacker dealing with bu-
reaucrats never gets old. I recently turned
to them after frustrated encounters with
government press notes packed with buzz-
words that spoke a lot but said very little.
In the editor’s note to the first volume,
Hacker’s political training is blamed for
him using “twenty words where one

J onathan Lynn and Antony Jay creat-
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How Al is perfecting the art of
government obfuscation

Press releases are becoming more and more vague

ific timelines and give no context at all. For
instance, a recent press note on the Nar-
cotics Control Bureau’s ‘Operation Tri-
dent’ used phrases such as “intelligence
fusion”, “surgical precision”, “360-degree
probe” and so on, steering clear of specif-
ics. No narcotics seizure figures were gi-
ven, with its shift from “seizure-centric to
network-centric” conveniently pre-empt-
ing the question. Similarly, take the exam-
ple of a press release issued after the Cabi-
net approved the continuation of the
National Social Assistance Programme and
enhanced disability pension. The release
caid the hase .79 yoars
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CA Playground — pricing

PRICING

Use code INTERVIEWZ20 at checkout. No payment to start. 20% off any plan after.

MONTHLY 1 MONTH

149, X499

Monthly subscription One-time payment

Use code BESTCAS35 for 35% off the annual plan

—

6 MONTHS TILL 1 OCT 2027
X999 1,499
One-time payment One-time

The annual plan at 1,499 is the best value. Apply BESTCA35 for an additional 35% discount.

What's included

5,500+ article analyses (Hindu, IE, PIB)
230+ themes mapped to UPSC syllabus
Complete GS 1-4 syllabus tagging

v

v

v

v Mains PYQ linking on every article

v Essay angles, Ethics angles, Interlinkages
v

Original newspaper clippings + highlights

TRY FREE FOR 24 HOURS

Scan to open
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Interview Pane with 11 themes and real PYQs
Table, List and Interview views

Bookmarks and search

Font controls and full-screen reading

Daily updates — new articles every day

18+ months of archives (May 2025+)

5,500+ 230+

EXPLAINERS THEMES MAPPED

Pricing

Choose a playground or get both at a discount.

CA Playground

1Month 6 Months
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CA Playground — pricing

X149/mo or I499/mo or X999 for 6 months or 1,499 till 1 Oct 2027 - or bundle it with Map.

GS1-%2  Daily

SYLLABUS LINKED UPDATED

Combos

[ Till 10ct 2027 ]
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UPSC ANALYTICS GETTING STARTED

Fix the process. Result may follow.

How to use CA Playground Start your free trial

1 Open any theme in List view. Read the analysis — 1 Goto upscanalytics.opuslabs.in/ca-playground
WHAT, WHY, Implications.

2 Click Explore now on the landing page
2 Check the Mains PYQs linked above. See how this
topic has been asked before. 3 Entercode INTERVIEW20 - 24 hours free access
3 Scroll to the original clipping. Read the highlighted 4 Explore every feature — articles, interview pane,
. filters
lines for your answer.
. . . o .
4  Switch to Interview view before your board date. 5 If;t saves you time, subscribe. 20% off with the same
code.

Practise real interview questions.

5 Use Table view to revise by month, GS paper or topic. No payment needed to start. 24-hour trial gives full

access to every feature.

GET IN TOUCH

Website Community Helpline Bot

upscanalytics.opuslabs.in  t.me/upscseeproanalytics t.me/upsc analytics helpline bot

Scan to open
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